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Lanarkshire DRD: CIG

The Lanarkshire ADAT Critical Incident 
Sub-Group (CIG) was convened in 2003 to 
pool and analyse information on drug-
related deaths (DRDs) in order to identify 
risk factors and opportunities for 
intervention.



Lanarkshire DRD: Definition

• A drug related death is defined as ‘a death 
where there is prima facia evidence of a fatal 
overdose of controlled drugs. Such evidence 
would be recent drug misuse, for example 
controlled drugs or hypodermic syringes found in 
close proximity to the body, or the person is 
known to the police as a drug misuser, although 
not necessarily a notified addict”[1].

[1] Report of the Ministerial Task Force “Drugs in Scotland: Meeting the Challenge” (1994)



Lanarkshire DRD, 2002-2006
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Lanarkshire DRD: Prevalence

Lanarkshire population: 372,095

Strathclyde Police Area population: 2,300,000

Scotland population: 5,094,800
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Lanarkshire DRD: Gender
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Lanarkshire Female PDUs prevalence: 0.71

Scotland Female PDUs prevalence: 1.10



Lanarkshire DRD: Age-Group
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Lanarkshire DRD: Age-Group
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Ave (mean) age up from 30 (2002) to 33 (2006)



Lanarkshire DRD: Geography
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Methadone (Pre-2005)



Lanarkshire DRD: 
Methadone (Post-2005)
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Treatment Demand (SMR24)



Lanarkshire DRD: 
Treatment Demand (SMR24)

• Across Lanarkshire reported opiate use down 
from 86% (2001/02) to 64% (2005/06)

• Clydesdale reported opiate use in 2005/06 was 
83%

• Across Lanarkshire no. of people reporting 
injecting drug use fell from 57% (2001/02) to 
48% (2005/06)

• In Clydesdale, over half (69%) of all clients in 
2005/06 reported injecting at some point in the 
past.



Lanarkshire DRD: Region
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Lanarkshire DRD: Marital Status
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Lanarkshire DRD: Living Status
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% of 1 person households (total population):
15.63% (North Lanarkshire)
15.55% (South Lanarkshire)



Lanarkshire DRD: Children
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Recent Relationship Breakdown
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Known Mental Health History
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Lanarkshire DRD: Where Found
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Lanarkshire DRD: Persons Present
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Ambulance Attendance
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Persons Present Actions
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Resus Attempted 

(where persons present & OD signs recognised)
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61% of attempted resuscitations involved witnesses



Lanarkshire DRD: 
Opiate Involvement
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Lanarkshire DRD: Toxicology
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1 drug involved: n=134 (100%)

2 drugs involved: n=71 (53%)

3 drugs involved: n=8 (6%)



Lanarkshire DRD: 
Toxicology Combinations
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Methadone Involvement
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Number of local Methadone clients ↑ 52% between 2002 & 2006



Lanarkshire DRD: Prison
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Lanarkshire DRD: Time at Liberation
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Lanarkshire DRD: 
Length of Sentence
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Lanarkshire DRD: Service Contact
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No. of drug users in contact with local services ↑ 61% between 2002 & 2006

DRDs in South more likely (74%) to be known to services than those in the North (56%)



Lanarkshire DRD: Summary

• Aging DRD population
• LHCC / Locality
• Relationship Factors / Personal Circumstance
• Education & Training
• Naloxone
• Methadone
• Prison
• Data Recording
• Drug Associated Death


